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                                 RE and Prayer Spaces 
             Links to the Curriculum and RE Framework 
 

In 2004, the National RE (Religious Education) Framework was published, to provide non-statutory guidance on the 
teaching of RE and was then updated in 2010. As schools have much greater flexibility in their choices about the 
content of their curriculum, there is no single document that outlines specific teaching content of RE. In this document 
we have included a number of different ways that a prayer and reflection space can be linked to the school curriculum. 
These include: 

• The RE syllabus questions for Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Pan-Berkshire (which reference or are based 
on the RE Framework (2004/2010)), and their schemes of work where questions for study differ 

• ‘Discovery RE’ programme 
• ‘Understanding Christianity’ RE programme 

 
This document may be useful to staff, to identify which part of the RE curriculum could provide the most effective links 
to a prayer and reflection space set up in their school, and therefore which time of year it may be most beneficial to 
the students. This document may also be useful for leaders of a school, such as a senior leadership team or governors, 
when looking for specific points that a prayer and reflection space addresses with regards to teaching and learning.  
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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 

While the statutory requirement for RE does not extend to children under compulsory school age, spending time in a 
prayer space as part of RE can form a valuable element of the educational experience of children in the EYFS, 
contributing particularly to the prime areas of: 
 

Ø Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
… By developing a positive sense of themselves and others, including respecting others and managing their own 
feelings, such as by exploring what themes like ‘being thankful’ and ‘helping others’ mean to them and their peers 
Ø Communication, Language and Literacy  
… By providing opportunities to respond creatively, imaginatively and meaningfully; developing their confidence and 
skills in expressing themselves; answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions through group work with adults and peers 

 

and specific learning areas of: 
Ø Knowledge and Understanding of the World  
… By using opportunities to explore, observe and find out about their place in their school, community, country and 
the world, including places where they’ve been or are interested in and asking or answering questions about religions 
and culture; receiving visitors from faith communities and learning about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions 
Ø Creative Development  
… By using their senses and expressing themselves creatively through imaginative activities, such as using play dough, 
sand, aqua beads, sharing their own experiences and feelings 

 

The activities in a prayer space can help students in EYFS to explore each of these areas of learning further in a 
reflective, practical and inquisitive way. Exploring the religions and cultures provides rich opportunities for children’s 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. They will be developing the following attitudes and skills: 

• a sense of curiosity 
• respect for themselves and others and empathy and open-mindedness 
• interest and enjoyment in discovery  
• commenting and asking questions 
• expressing feelings and preferences 

 

NB Specific prayer and reflection space activities have been noted in green for 
examples, but all ideas below relate to other activities as well as skills and attitudes 
that students will gain from spending time in a prayer and reflection space. You can 
discuss the choice of activities with the team helping to organise your prayer and 
reflection space. There would be 4 activities.  
 

Suggested links to RE Syllabus Questions  
 

Oxfordshire and Buckingham: (EYFS) 
Possible EYFS topics that could be enhanced by experiencing a prayer and 
reflection space would be:  
Ø ‘Myself’/‘Other People’ (all activities, including ‘Bubble Tube’ and ‘Our World’ 

activities); ‘How I/Other people live’ and ‘Belonging’ (‘Our Communities’ activity); ‘Important 
things/experiences’ and ‘Feelings and expressing them’ (activities focusing on being thankful, asking for help 
such as the ‘Bubble tube’ activity,  feeling cross or upset such as ‘Fizzy Forgiveness’ activity); ‘Celebrations’; 
‘Exploring belief’ 

Possible environments and contexts for learning highlighted are: 
Ø Interest areas (each activity has its own ‘interest’ area); artefacts, object trays (‘Sorry Sand’ activity); painting 

and drawing (many activities provide the opportunity to draw or make) 
 

Pan-Berkshire: (EYFS) 
Possible questions: What makes my, my family and friends special? (‘Pipe cleaner People’ activity) Why should 
we/others give thanks? (‘Thankful Playdough’ activity) Why is praying so important to some people? Why are some 
places special? How do we/others feel in these special places? 
 

Discovery RE àFS1/2 What makes places special? 
Understanding Christianity àF1- How can we take care of our wonderful world? (Digging Deeper- thinking 
about the world, animals and people- see follow up activities to do with helping people/places) (‘Our World’ activity) 
à F3 - How can we help others when they need it? (Digging Deeper- see follow-up activities, creating a reflective area) 
(‘Bubble Tube’ activity) 
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Key Stage 1 
 

The varied prayer space activities provide students with opportunities to reflect 
using their senses, allowing them to share their beliefs, ideas and values and talk 
about their feelings and experiences in a variety of creative ways. Prayer spaces 
also provide opportunities to ask “big questions” about the world we live in and 
respond imaginatively to puzzling questions and reflect on such questions. 
 
NB Specific prayer and reflection space activities have been noted in green for 
examples, but all points below relate to other activities, skills and attitudes that 
students will gain from spending time in a prayer and reflection space. You can 
discuss the choice of activities with the team helping to organise your prayer and 
reflection space. Typically, there would be 4 activities in a primary prayer and 
reflection space.  
 

Suggested links to RE Syllabus Questions and Content 
Oxfordshire: (KS1)  

 

Ø What do people believe about God, humanity and the natural world? (all prayer and reflection space 
activities, including ‘Our World’) 

Ø How and why do symbols express religious meaning? 
Ø What do we get out of belonging to different groups and how do we show that we belong? 
Ø What makes me special? (‘Pipe People’ activity) 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding- Learning from religion 
• Reflect on and consider religious and spiritual feelings, experiences and concepts such as worship, wonder, 

praise, thanks, concern, joy and sadness 
• Ask and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating their ideas 
• Identify what matters to them and others, including those with religious commitments, and communicate 

their responses 
• Reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own behaviour 
• Recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families and the local 

community 
 

Breadth of Study- Religions and beliefs 
• Christianity 
• a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Experiences and opportunities 
• Listening and responding to visitors from local faith communities 
• Using their senses and having times of quiet reflection 
• Using art and music to develop their creative talents and imagination 
• Sharing their own beliefs, ideas and values and talking about their feelings and experiences 

 

Pan-Berkshire: (KS1)  
 

Ø ‘Belonging’- Does it feel special to belong? 
               - Are symbols better than words at expressing religious belief? 

Ø ‘Believing’- Is God important to everyone? 
             - Who do I believe I am? 

Ø ‘Behaving’- Should people take care of the world? (‘Our World’ and “Bubble Tube’ activities) 
 

Key Aspects of RE 
• Identify and suggest meanings for religious symbols, using a range of religious and moral words and 

exploring how they express meaning 
• Recognise the importance for some people of belonging to a religion or holding special beliefs, in diverse 

ways, exploring the difference this makes to their lives 
• Communicate their ideas about what matters most, and what puzzles them most, in relation to spiritual 

feelings and concepts 
• Reflect on how spiritual qualities and moral values relate to their own behaviour 
• Recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families and the local 

community 
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Experiences and Opportunities 
• Listening and responding to visitors from local faith communities 
• Using art and music to develop their own creative talents and imagination 

 
Buckinghamshire: (KS1) (Yr1)  
 

Ø Our World- What can people do to help look after the world? (‘Our World’ and ‘Bubble Tube’ activities) 
Ø All about me- How can our behaviour affect others? (‘Sorry Sand’, ‘Invisible Ink’, ‘Fizzy Forgiveness’ and ‘Thankful 

Playdough’ activities) 
Ø Belonging- How does belonging to a group influence how we behave? (As above) 
Ø Special people- What makes my family and friends special to me? (‘Pipe People’ and ‘Thank you Scratch Cards 

activities) 
Ø Special places- Do we need shared special places? (Scheme of work)/What makes some places special to 

                        religious people? 
Ø (Yr2) Do symbols mean the same to everyone? (Scheme of work) 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding- Learning from religion (KS1) 
• Pupils should be taught to 2a) reflect on and consider religious and spiritual feelings, experiences and 

concepts such as worship, wonder, praise, thanks, concern, joy and sadness 
• 2b) ask and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating their ideas 
• 2c) identify what matters to them and others, including those with religious commitments, and 

communicate their responses 
• 2d) reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own behaviour 
• 2d) recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families and the local 

community 
 

Breadth of study- Religions and beliefs 
• a) Christianity 
• c) a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Themes 
• e) believing: what people believe about God, humanity and the natural world 
• h) symbols: how and why symbols express religious meaning 
• j) belonging: where and how people  
• k) myself: who I am and my uniqueness as a person in a family and community 

 

Experiences and opportunities 
• m) listening and responding to visitors from local faith communities 
• n) using their senses and having times of quiet reflection  
• o) using art and music to develop their creative talents and imagination 
• p) sharing their own beliefs, ideas and values and talking about their feelings and experiences 

 

Discovery RE: (KS1)  
Ø (Yr1) Was it always easy for Jesus to show friendship? (‘Bubble Tube’ and ‘Friends and Community’ activities)  
Ø (Yr2) Is it possible to be kind to everyone all the time? (‘Sorry Sand’, ‘Invisible Ink’ and ‘Fizzy Forgiveness’ activities) 
 

Understanding Christianity: (KS1)  
Ø (Yr1/2) 1.1 What do Christians believe God is like? (Core Learning- Giving examples of how Christians out their 

beliefs in pratice, exploring saying sorry, thanks, praise etc) 
Ø (Yr1/2) 1.2 Who made the world? (Digging Deeper- giving examples of what Christians do to look after the world for 

God) 
Ø (Yr1/2) 1.3 Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (Core Learning- giving examples of ways in which Christians 

use the story of the nativity to guide their beliefs and actions at Christmas; ‘thank you’ prayers from the point of view 
of people in the nativity, see ‘making connections’ in Core Learning and Digging Deeper) 

Ø (Yr1/2) 1.4 What is the good news Jesus brings? (Core Learning- see ‘peace inside’ activity in ‘understanding the 
impact’ and different types of prayers in ‘Digging Deeper’) 
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Key Stage 2 
 

Through prayer and reflection spaces, students can respectfully explore their 
beliefs and those of others at a deeper level. They can reflect on different aspects 
of life, including purpose and meaning and can express their own beliefs, ideas, 
values and feelings in creative ways. Prayer spaces can help them to consider the 
whole range of human experiences and feelings and share personal experiences of 
how they’ve been affected, if they would like to. 
 
NB Specific prayer and reflection space activities have been noted in green for 
examples, but all points below relate to other activities, skills and attitudes that 
students will gain from spending time in a prayer and reflection space. You can discuss 
the choice of activities with the team helping to organise your prayer and reflection 
space. Typically, there would be 4 activities in a primary prayer and reflection space.  
 

Suggested links to RE Syllabus Questions and Content 
 

Oxfordshire: (KS2)  
 

Ø How do people’s beliefs about and attitudes towards God, the universe and humanity act as a guide through life? 
Ø In what different ways do people worship and what difference does this make in their lives? 
Ø How are religious and spiritual ideas expressed? Why is literal language not adequate? 
Ø How should people’s religious and other beliefs/values/attitudes influence their personal lives and is it possible to 

live up to this? 
Ø How do religious families and communities practice their faith and how is this seen in local communities? (‘Our 

Communities’ activity) 
Ø How do religions and beliefs influence the way people respond to global issues such as human rights, social 

justice and the environment? (‘Our World’, ‘Bought and Sold, ‘Homeless’ and ‘New World’ activities) 
 

Knowledge, skills and understanding- Learning from religion 
• Reflect on what it means to belong to a faith community, communicating their own and others’ responses 
• Discuss their own and others’ views of religious truth and belief, expressing their own ideas 
• Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses to them 
• Reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and others’ lives 

 

Breadth of Study 
• Christianity 
• a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Experiences and opportunities 
• Encountering religion through visitors, focusing on the impact and reality of religion on the local and global 

community 
• Discussing religions and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others 
• Considering a range of human experiences and feelings 
• Reflecting on their own and others’ insights into life, purpose and meaning 
• Expressing and communicating their own and others’ insights through art and music 

 

Pan-Berkshire: (KS2)  
 

Ø ‘Belonging’- Does participating in worship help people to feel closer to God or their faith community? 
Ø ‘Believing’- Do religious people lead better lives? 
Ø ‘Behaving’- Do all religious beliefs influence people to behave well towards others? 

 

Key Aspects of RE- Years 3 and 4 
• Investigate and suggest meanings for celebration, worship and rituals, looking at similarities/differences 
• Describe and interpret how symbols and actions are used to express beliefs 
• Recognise that people can have different identities, beliefs and practices, and different ways of belonging, 

expressing their interpretations, ideas and feelings 
• Reflect on questions of meaning and purpose in life, expressing questions and opinions 
• Investigate questions of right and wrong in life, expressing questions and opinions  

 
Key Aspects of RE- Years 5 and 6 

• Investigate the significance and impact of religion and belief in some local, national and global communities 
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• Consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, identifying why they are important in 
religious practice and noting links between them 

• Reflect on the challenges of belonging and commitment both in their own lives and within traditions, 
recognising how commitment to a religion or personal belief is shown in a variety of ways 

• Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and apply their own and others’ responses to them 
 

Experiences and opportunities 
• Encountering religion through visitors, focusing on the impact and reality of 

religion on the local and global community 
• Discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own 

beliefs and those of others 
• Considering a range of human experiences and feelings 
• Reflecting on their own and others’ insights into life and its origin, purpose 

and meaning 
• Expressing and communicating their own and others’ insights 

 

Buckinghamshire: (KS2)  
 

Ø Worship- Is there any point to worship? How do we express deep feelings, beliefs and attitudes that help us  
            help us make sense of life? 
            (Yr4) Does prayer change things? (Scheme of work) 

Ø Community- How does living in a community help people gain a sense of something to live for? (‘Friends and  
                          Community’ activity) 

Ø Symbolism- How are symbolic pictures, images, shapes and language used to convey deep feelings, ideas  
                 and beliefs? 
                 (Yr3) Is light a good symbol for celebration? (Scheme of work) 

Ø Traditions- What do religions, beliefs and groups within religions believe about how we should live our  
               lives? 

Ø Natural world- Why does it matter how we treat the world? What do the different religions and beliefs say  
                       about humanity’s responsibility to the natural world? (‘Our World’, ‘Bought and Sold, ‘Homeless’  
                       and ‘New World’ activities) 

Ø Ethics and Moral issues- How do our beliefs and attitudes help us make sense of our lives and experience? 
                                          (Yr5) Does God communicate with man? (Scheme of work) 
                                          (Yr6) Can we know what God is like? (Scheme of work) 
 

Knowledge and understanding- Learning from religion (KS2) 
• 2b) respond to the challenges of commitment both in their own lives and within religious traditions, 

recognising how commitment to a religion is shown in a variety of ways  
• 2c) discuss their own and other’s responses to them 
• 2d) reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses to them 
• 2e) reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and others’ lives 

 

Breadth of Study- Religions and beliefs 
• a) Christianity 
• c) a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Themes 
• e) beliefs and questions: how peoples’ beliefs about God, the world and others impact on their lives 
• g) worship, pilgrimage and sacred places: where, how and why people worship, including particular sites 
• i) symbols and religious expression: how religious and spiritual ideas are expressed 
• k) religion and the individual: what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief 
• l) religion, family and community: how religious families and communities practise their faith and the 

contribution this makes to local life 
• m) beliefs in action in the world: how religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, fairness, 

social justice and the importance of the environment 
 

Experiences and opportunities 
• n) encountering religion through visitors and visits to places of worship and focusing on the impact and 

reality of religion on the local and global community 
• o) discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others 
• p) considering a range of human experiences and feelings 
• q) reflecting on their own and others’ insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning 
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• r) expressing and communicating their own and others’ insights through art 
 

Discovery RE: (KS2)  
Ø (Yr4) Do people need to go to church to show they are Christians? 
Ø (Yr5) What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to God? 
 

Understanding Christianity: (KS2)  
Ø (Yr3/4) 2a.2 What is it like for Christians to follow God? (Digging Deeper- making simple links between people of 

God and how some Christians choose to live in their whole lives and in their church communities, exploring the idea 
of trust and support in the tough times- see ‘making connections’) 

Ø (Yr3/4) 2a.3 What is Trinity? (Core Learning- describing how Christians show their beliefs about God the Trinity in 
their worship and the way they live; symbolism and types of prayers, see ‘understanding the impact’) 

Ø (Yr3/4) 2a.4 What kind of world did Jesus want? (Core Learning- thinking about what would make an ideal world 
and how we deal with issues in our world today, see ‘making connections’) 

Ø (Yr4) Is forgiveness always possible for Christians?  
Ø (Yr5/6) 2b.1 What does it mean (for Christians) if God is holy and loving? (Showing how Christians put their beliefs 

into practice in worship; discussing how easy/hard it is to forgive and why) 
Ø (Yr5/6) 2b.3 How can following God bring justice and freedom? (Digging Deeper- link to global injustice issues- 

‘Bought and Sold’ activity when exploring Christian charities) 
Ø (Yr5/6) 2b.5 What would Jesus do? (Making clear connections between Gospel texts, Jesus’ good news and how 

Christians live in the Christian community and in their individual lives; Core Learning- exploring the point of prayer 
through common themes/resources- see ‘understanding the impact’) 
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Key Stage 3 
 

Prayer and reflection space activities around social justice and global issues can give 
students the opportunity to reflect on world issues and their ultimate questions. They 
also provide contemplative opportunities to investigate Christianity, worship and 
spiritual disciplines sensitively. Prayer and reflection spaces help give the language to 
students to enable them to express spirituality and their own beliefs and ideas in 
creative ways, as well as reflecting on their thoughts, feelings and potential reasons for 
those. 
 
NB Specific prayer and reflection space activities have been noted in green for examples, 
but all points below relate to other activities, skills and attitudes that students will gain 
from spending time in a prayer and reflection space. You can discuss the choice of activities 
with the team helping to organise your prayer and reflection space. Typically, there would 
be 8 activities in a secondary prayer and reflection space. 

 

Suggested links to RE Syllabus Questions and Content 
 

Oxfordshire: (KS3)  
 

Ø  What is the significance in people’s lives of key beliefs and concepts about God/humanity/the world/truth and 
life and death? (‘Big Questions’ activity) 

Ø  How do different religious and other beliefs, concepts, principles and experience inform…ethical/moral stances, 
relationships/lifestyles? 
…views and actions on human rights and social justice? (‘Hopes and Dreams’ and Stop the Traffik’ activities) 
…views and actions on global issues? 

Ø How well do different beliefs, traditions and lifestyles work together for the good of the world? 
 

Knowledge, skills and understanding- learning from religion 
• Reflect on the relationship between beliefs, teachings and ultimate questions, communicating ideas 
• Express insights into the significance and value of religion and other world views on human relationships 

personally/locally/globally 
• Reflect and evaluate their own and others’ beliefs about world issues such as peace and conflict, wealth and 

poverty and the importance of the environment, communicating their own ideas 
• Express their own beliefs/ideas, using a variety of forms of expression 

 

Breadth of Study 
• Christianity 
• a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Experiences and opportunities 
• Encountering people from different religious, cultural and philosophical groups, who can express a range of 

convictions on religious and ethical issues 
• Discussing, questioning and evaluating important issues in religion and philosophy, including ultimate 

questions and ethical issues 
• Reflecting on/carefully evaluating own beliefs/values and those of others in response to learning in RE 
• Using a range of forms of expression to communicate their ideas/responses creatively and thoughtfully 

 

Pan-Berkshire: (KS3)  
 

Ø ‘Belonging’- Should people be allowed to express their spirituality in any way they choose? (‘Big Questions’ 
activity) 

Ø ‘Believing’- To what extent do religions/secular philosophies help people decide what is true/right/wrong? 
Ø ‘Behaving’- To what extent do people’s religious/spiritual beliefs affect their personal relationships? (‘Forgiveness  

                        Stones’ activity) 
                      - To what extent do people’s religious/spiritual beliefs affect their sense of responsibility and 

                 impact on what they do to care for the world in which they live? 
 

Knowledge, skills and understanding- learning from religion 
• Reflect on the relationship between beliefs, teachings and ultimate questions, communicating ideas  
• Express insights into the significance and value of religion and other world views on human relationships 

personally, locally and globally 
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• Reflect and evaluate their own and others’ belief about world issues such as peace and conflict, wealth and 
poverty and the importance of the environment, communicating their own ideas 

• Express their own beliefs and ideas, using a variety of forms of expression 
 

Experiences and opportunities 
• Encountering people from different religious, cultural and philosophical groups, who can express a range of 

convictions on religious and ethical issues 
• Discussing, questioning and evaluating important issues in religion and philosophy, including ultimate 

questions and ethical issues 
• Reflecting on/carefully evaluating own beliefs/values and those of others in response to learning in RE 
• Using a range of forms of expression to communicate their ideas/responses creatively and thoughtfully 

 

Buckinghamshire: (KS3)  
 

Ø God- How does/should belief in God affect the way people live their lives? (‘faith’) 
Ø Belief, Knowledge and Faith- What are ultimate questions? What kinds of answers do ultimate questions 

require? How do our beliefs influence the way we live and behave? (‘Big Questions’ activity) 
Ø Identity and Spirituality- How do we express what is ‘sacred’ to us? 
Ø Religion and Science- Does life have meaning and purpose and if so, how can we know? 
Ø Ethics- How do we decide what is right/wrong? What guides you through life? To what extent is religion needed 

to live a moral life? How should our moral values affect how we treat others/animals/the world? 
Ø Worship- What is most important or ‘sacred’ to us in life? How do I find inner peace? How can I express my   

deepest thoughts and feelings? (‘Stress Less’ activity) 
Ø Good and Evil- How can faith respond to evil and suffering? 
Ø Rights, Responsibilities and Justice- How should we behave in order to create a fair and just world? 
Ø Global Issues- Why should we care about people and the natural world? How does our way of life affect others 

and the natural world? 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding- Learning from religion 
• a) reflect on the relationship between beliefs, teachings and ultimate questions, communicating their own 

ideas and using reasoned arguments 
• d) reflect and evaluate their own and others’ beliefs about world issues such as peace and conflict, wealth 

and poverty and the importance of the environment, communicating their own ideas 
• e) express their own beliefs and ideas, using a variety of forms of expression 

 

Breadth of study 
• a) Christianity 
• c) a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate 

 

Themes 
• e) beliefs and concepts: the key ideas and questions of meaning in religions and beliefs, including issues 

related to God, truth, the world, human life, and life after death 
• h) expressions of spirituality: how and why human self-understanding and experiences are expressed in a 

variety of forms 
• i) ethics and relationships: questions and influences that inform ethical and moral choices, including 

forgiveness and issues of good and evil  
• j) rights and responsibilities: what religions and beliefs say about human rights and responsibilities, social 

justice and citizenship 
• k) global issues: what religions and beliefs say about health/wealth/war/animal rights/the environment 

 

Experiences and opportunities 
• m) encountering people from different religious, cultural and philosophical groups, who can express a range 

of convictions on religious and ethical issues 
• p) reflecting on/carefully evaluating own beliefs/values and those of others in response to RE learning 
• q) using a range of forms of expression to communicate their ideas/responses creatively and thoughtfully 

 
 

Understanding Christianity 
Ø 3.5 What do we do when life gets hard? (Give reasons and examples to explain the range of ways Christians 

respond to and are influenced by Bible texts about meaning in life, suffering and wisdom, and the key concepts 
studied; Core Learning- looking at Christian responses to suffering, see ‘understanding the impact’) 
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Key Stage 4 and 5 
 

It is important that RE continues to be part of a coherent curriculum that enables older 
students to draw on their own values and beliefs in making independent decisions and 
choices, as they prepare for adult life (Religious Education in English Schools: Non-
Statutory Guidance 2010, p34). Prayer and reflection spaces at this stage can help 
students to: 
Ø reflect on, express and justify their own opinions in light of their learning about and 

from religion and their study of religious, philosophical, moral and spiritual 
questions 

Ø develop their own values and attitudes in order to recognise their rights and 
responsibilities in light of their learning about and from religions and beliefs 

Ø relate their learning to the wider world, gaining a sense of personal autonomy in 
preparation for adult life 

 

RE is required for all registered pupils in a school, including Sixth Form students. Many 
RE syllabuses state that RE in the Sixth Form is an opportunity to engage students at greater depth in issues to do 
with contemporary religion and belief in society and approaching it from different disciplines. A prayer and reflection 
space can provide students with time think all these issues and learning through, from their own perspective.  
 

Suggested links to RE Syllabus Questions and Content  
 

Oxfordshire (KS4) 
• Area 2: Religion in the community e.g. belief and custom, diversity, conflict and harmony 
• Area 3: Religion and the individual e.g. personal faith and belief, expressing the faith, living the faith, 

commitment to faith 
• Area 6: Religion and global issues e.g. human rights, environment, poverty, war and violence 
• Area 7: Religion and moral values- Ultimate questions (including spirituality) e.g. good and evil 

 

Pan-Berkshire (KS4) 
Learning from Religion 
• Reflect on, express and justify their own opinions in light of their learning about religion and their study of 

religious, philosophical, moral and spiritual questions 
• Develop their own values and attitudes in order to recognise their rights and responsibilities in the light of their 

learning about religion 
• Relate their learning in RE to the wider world, gaining a sense of personal autonomy in preparation for adult life 
• Develop skills that are useful in a wide range of careers and in adult life generally 
 

Buckinghamshire (KS4) 
• Area 2: Religion in the community e.g. belief and custom, diversity, conflict and harmony 
• Area 3: Religion and the individual e.g. personal faith and belief, expressing the faith, living the faith, 

commitment to faith 
• Area 6: Religion and global issues e.g. human rights, environment, poverty, war and violence 
• Area 7: Religion and moral values- Ultimate questions (including spirituality) e.g. good and evil 
 

Oxfordshire (KS5) 
• Religion and knowledge e.g. belief and knowledge, faith and reason, religious experience 
• Religion and ethical issues e.g. the environment and social justice 
• Religion and the community e.g. religious communities in Oxfordshire, religion in Britain, religion in the arts 
• Religion in the world e.g. religion in a changing world, religion and politics, religion in history 

 

Pan-Berkshire (KS5) 
Reasons for belief in God 
Ø Key question- Does believing in God make a difference? 
• Religious responses to the ethical and social issues- Are the teachings of religious and/or secular belie systems 

helpful to people making ethical decisions? 
 

Buckinghamshire (KS5) 
• Area 2- Religion and knowledge e.g. belief and knowledge, faith and reason, religious experience 
• Area 5- Religion and ethical issues e.g. the environment 
• Area 6- Religion around us e.g. religious communities in Buckinghamshire, in Britain, in the arts 
• Area 7- Religion in the world e.g. religion in a changing world, religion and politics, religion in history 


