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This report has been created so that you have a record of the Prayer & Reflection 
Space which took place in your school. For each 'activity' we have included a brief 
explanation and a photo. Where possible we have also included a selection of 
some of the responses that were made. Hopefully this will give you some 
indication of the impact that the Prayer & Reflection Space had on the young 
people within your school. 

Prayer & Reflection Space Report 

John Henry Newman Academy 

13th – 17th June 2022 

Introduction 

 

The Prayer Space was organised 
by Kirsty Morgan from BeSpace 
working with Alison Wickham (RE 
Lead at John Henry Newman) 
and Eve McWilliam. 
 

The space was based around the 
schools 4 school values of: Love, 
Courage, Community and 
Celebration. 
 

General Information 

Many churches and organisations came together to make the space happen, with 
volunteers coming from: St Mary & St Nicholas, Littlemore; Littlemore Baptist Church; 
Emmanuel Church, Oxford; Oxford Schools Chaplaincy; Governors and 
parents/grandparents from the school. The space was led by Revd Margreet 
Armitstead (Vicar of St Mary & St Nicholas); Revd Kay Blackwell (Chaplain, the Oxford 
Academy) and Kirsty & Rosy from BeSpace. 
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Love Your Neighbour 

The children had an opportunity to think about who 
their neighbours are, and they were reminded that 
Jesus said, in the Bible, that you should love your 
neighbour like we love ourselves. They were then 
able to make someone they had chosen from ether 
their school or local neighbourhood out of a pipe 
cleaner and say a thank you thought or prayer for 
them.  

(I liked making the) 

stick man because it 

was creative and 

really fun 

I liked the love 

activity because I 

made my BFF 

 

I liked the one 

when you made a 

human 

I found it very 

fun to make 

the stick men 

Love helped me 

appreciate love 

The activity I liked 

the most was when I 

was able to make a 

human because it was 

really fun 

The one I 

enjoyed the most 

was the 

stickmen. 
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Courage – small steps 

In this activity the children thought about when 
they needed to be brave.  
They had the opportunity to think about something 
that they needed (or had needed) courage to do 
and what small steps they could take to help them 
achieve that.  
They could write or draw about the situation and 
the small steps they could take onto the foot shape 
as a prayer or a reflection.  

This morning made 

me feel very calm. 

I really liked the 

step one. 

Courage 

because I got 

out my worrys 

The foot one because 

it made me feel like 

Ukraine is going to win 

the war 

Fear one as it 

helps to express 

our fears 

The steps 

because we got 

to share our 

fears 

My favourite one was 

the courage because 

it felt nice writing my 

worry down 

Courage 

because you 

can all be happy 
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Community Flower 

In this activity the children thought about: 
- What makes a good friend? 
- Who supports and looks after you? 
- Who is part of your team? 

 
They had an opportunity to write or draw about a 
friend, family member of someone from their 
school onto a petal and also write or draw a short 
prayer, wish or thought for them. They then stuck 
this onto the community flower.  

This session made 

me feel like I’m in a 

community 

Favourite activity? 

The flower because I 

got to draw my Mum 

because she is trying 

her best 

Favourite – the 

flower because I 

can wish good on 

my family 

The flower space 

as I really got to 

think about the 

people I love. 

I liked the one which 

is the community 

flower because it was 

fun and a bit 

emotional for me 

I got to write a 

message and a prayer 

and I’ve never done 

that before 

I liked drawing 

my friend 

 

http://www.bespace.be/
mailto:info@bespace.be


 
 

 
www.bespace.be   info@bespace.be 
 

  
Celebration Bubbles 

The children thought about: 
-  What they were proud of achieving 
- What they were thankful for 
- What they were really happy about 
- What they wanted to celebrate 

 
They then had an opportunity to write or draw 
about one of these as a prayer or thought and stick 
it onto the bubble tube. 
  

My favourite 

activity was the 

bubbles because it 

was really relaxing 

My favourite activity 

was the bubble tube 

because it was all 

about celebration 

The bubble thing – 

it made me calm 

and happy 

I enjoyed the 

bubbles because we 

had a nice chat 

The bubbles 

because it made me 

realise how much 

we have in our lives 

I found the celebration 

bubbles the most helpful 

because it made me think 

about what I’m thankful 

for 

My favourite one 

was the bubbles 

because I enjoyed 

the colours 

 

The bubbles because 

they made me think 

about loads of people 
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Feedback 

Following each group’s session within the Prayer 
Space all of the young people were given the 
opportunity to give feedback. They were 
encouraged to think about an answer to one or 
more of the following questions: 
 
- What did you like about the Prayer Space? 
- What did you not like about the Prayer Space? 
- How did the Prayer Space make you feel? 
 

I feel relaxed 

after going 

through the four 

spaces 

It made me 

feel like a new 

person 

I love 

everyone’s 

kindness 

Sometimes I 

have anger issues 

and today they’re 

gone 

How do you feel? 

‘Surprised’ Why? ‘I 

didn’t think it would 

be this good’ 

‘That’s one of 

the best lessons 

I’ve ever had’ 

10/10 

This space made me feel 

very grateful for 

everything. I loved all the 

activities because it made 

me think of what I have 

I liked that all of 

the activities were 

about our 4 school 

values 

I loved the prayer 

space and it made 

me feel safe and 

calm 

I felt calm and 

less afraid 
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Personal Reflection 

Feedback from Kirsty Morgan – CEO BeSpace 
 
It was lovely to meet all of the children at John Henry Newman Academy and 
to have the opportunity to chat to them about prayer and reflection. The 
BeSpace was based around their school values and I was particularly 
impressed with their knowledge of these. A highlight for me was when I was in 
the Celebration Bubbles activity. A boy told me that he was a Muslim, so we 
chatted about what he liked celebrating and he said he liked celebrating Eid. 
He wrote and drew about this and stuck it on the bubble tube. At the end he 
said, “That’s one of the best lessons I’ve ever had”.  
It was also wonderful to see so many volunteers from so many different 
churches, from Oxford Schools Chaplaincy and parents and governors from the 
school all willing to help and enjoying their time with the children in the 
BeSpace. 

Feedback from Alison Wickham – RE Lead at John Henry Newman Academy 
 
The BeSpace allowed the children of JHN time and space to reflect in their 
usually busy school schedule. The children were fantastically engaged whilst in 
the space and all commented on how much it had helped them afterwards. 
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